
Ohio Student Environmental Coalition
Update from Mattie 10.13.08

Back on track with the Update this week.  With many campaigns ramping up around the 
state, I hope you're finding creative ways to save the world while not flunking out of school. 
As for me, things have actually chilled out a bit with travel and so forth, but it's about to get 
crazy again.  Watch out for a statewide Power Vote action in Columbus later this month!

“The only practical way to keep climate change within tolerable limits is to cut off coal emissions”
-James Hansen, Director NASA Goddard Institute, “Trip Report” August 2008-
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- - OSEC UPDATES - -
GET GREEN TO GO GREEN
In case you haven't seen it, the OSEC Action and Events Fund is now up and available for use by YOU!  Get 
cash for your projects: http://oh-sec.org/html/resources.html

NO AMP-OHIO COAL PLANT - LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN
OSEC Campaigns intern Janina Klimas, from Ohio University, is launching our 
statewide letter writing campaign to fight against the proposed AMP-Ohio coal 
power plant in southeast Ohio.  If you're not already engaged in this and would 
like to be, email Janina today!

Also, if you want a good laugh, you should google image search the AMP-Ohio 
CEO Marc Gerken :0)

- - ACTION - -
TELL OBAMA & MCCAIN: WE NEED CLEAN ENERGY, NOT 'CLEAN COAL'
During the Vice Presidential debate, both Senator Biden and Governor Palin touted their support for "clean 
coal".  But both presidential campaigns and Congress are missing the point.  We need real solutions, not coal 
industry myths.  Take action today to tell both candidates we need clean, green energy now!

TELL THE EPA TO ENFORCE THE STREAM BUFFER ZONE, NOT UNDERMINE IT!
The Stream Buffer Zone rule has been in effect since 1983 to protect the nation's headwater streams from being 
buried by valley fills from mountaintop removal and radical strip mining.  In August of 2007 the Bush 
Administration and the Office of Surface Mining, Reclaimation, and Enforcement (OSMRE) proposed a change 
to the law that would seriously weaken this stream protection.

Once again, we can work to stop this rule-change by asking the EPA to reject it and stand up for mountains, 
clean water, and healthy communities.
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http://action.1sky.org/t/1981/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=713


SEND AN INVITATION TO THE NEXT U.S. PRESIDENT
Dear Sen. Obama/Sen. McCain
I'm writing with a simple request: attend the UN Climate Meetings this December and rejoin the world's fight 
against the climate crisis.

Sending this strong signal to the world will help spur the negotiations so that a genuine global agreement meets 
the seriousness of the problem. The world is ready for action.

- - POLITICS - -
MCCAIN AND OBAMA: COMPARING ENERGY POLICIES
The country is facing a compressed election cycle. In a couple weeks early voting will start up almost all across 
the country. McCain put additional pressure on the election cycle by naming the largely unknown Sarah Palin to 
his ticket. McCain has also changed position on many issues over the last few weeks to shore up his base.

Energy policy is near the top of the list of issues for most Americans. Which candidate’s energy policy dovetails 
with the most prudent climate change policy over the long-term?  Continue Reading McCain and Obama

COMMENTARY: CANDIDATES SHOULD COME CLEAN ON COAL
CNN -- The Wall Street crisis notwithstanding, coal continues to embroil the presidential campaign into knots 
unlike any other issue in the swing states of Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia. 

Take a look at the backflips by both campaigns in the last several weeks: Jumping on a not-in-my-backyard 
"clean coal" gaffe by Sen. Joe Biden, the McCain campaign released a wildly misleading ad accusing Sen. 
Barack Obama of not supporting coal.

When Sen. John McCain casually told a Florida voter that he didn't support mountaintop removal in Appalachia 
-- the controversial process of blowing mountains to bits to strip the coal seams -- his own campaign advisers 
hurriedly launched a Coalition to Protect Coal Jobs.  Continue reading Candidates Should Come Clean

- - NEWS - -
NEW ISSUE OF EARTHWATCH OHIO

Clean Ohio Fund, green jobs, Cleveland recycling expansion, green fleets, OU EcoHouse, environmental 
legislative scorecard, Bioneers, and more.

COALITION SEEKS FUNDING TO CREATE 'GREEN' PROGRAMS IN OHIO
Green's the new blue in Ohio.  Gov. Ted Strickland has thrown his support behind a national initiative to spend 
$500 billion in federal money to create more than 5 million "green collar" jobs.

"We can challenge ourselves to commit the resources, the brain power and the brawn necessary to make 
renewable energy more abundant and to make our buildings more efficient," Strickland said today at a news 
conference held by the Apollo Alliance at the IBEW Electrical Trades Center in Columbus.
Continue reading Coalition Seeks Funding

http://dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2008/10/08/green_jobs.html?sid=101
http://www.350.org/invite/
http://coloradoindependent.com/9462/mccain-and-obama-comparing-energy-climate-change-policies
http://www.earthwatchohio.org/pubs.htm


THE BATTLE OVER COAL RIVER MOUNTAIN
Lorelei Scarboro loves to talk about the wild turkeys and bears living 
on West Virginia's Coal River Mountain.

She watches them from the home her husband built when they were 
first married. But Scarboro is convinced it could all become a 
casualty of blasting that could begin on the mountaintop that is just 
100 yards from the family cemetery where her husband is buried.

About 470 mountaintops in Appalachia, including the one next to 
Coal River, have been destroyed. Mountaintop removal mining is 
faster and cheaper than underground mining, but its impact on the 
environment is much worse. 

Mountaintop mining is legal and became more prevalent six years 
ago, when federal laws were relaxed. During the mining process, 
miners blast the mountain and shear off the top ridges to extract layers 
of coal. From the air, the affected mountains appear flat, gray and 
dusty, with rubble sliding down into the valleys and streams.

"We don't live where they mine coal," Scarboro said. "They mine coal 
where we live."

Continue reading The Battle Over Coal River Mountain

SUN SHINING ON TOLEDO'S BRIGHT FUTURE
Carty Finkbeiner  Mayor, City of Toledo -- Here in Toledo, the sun is shining bright.  Site Selection magazine 
recently named Ohio the number one state in the nation for alternative energy development. The Buckeye State 
has 350 confirmed alternative energy projects; Michigan was second with 177.

Toledo was recently described by CNN as “the Silicon Valley of solar energy.”  Continue reading Sun Shining

Also see First Studies Encouraging on Lake Erie Wind Turbines

GLOBAL WARMING SPECIAL SERIES
Keep your eye on the Toledo Blade this week for a special in-depth series on global warming.

Part I: Global Warming Grips Greenland, Leaves Lasting Mark
Multimedia: Land of Ice and Snow

US NATIONAL DEBT GROWS TOO LARGE FOR 
NATIONAL DEBT CLOCK

Amazing/terrifying.
$10 trillion in debt = over $30,000 per U.S. citizen.

Go here for a green jobs take on the economic crisis.

http://itsgettinghotinhere.org/2008/10/07/a-green-bailout-twice-the-bang-half-the-bucks-video/
http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081012/NEWS06/810109858
http://www.toledoblade.com/Assets/Greenland slide show/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/10/07/coal.river/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/business/2008/09/first_studies_encouraging_on_l.html
http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080918/OPINION03/809189973/-1/OPINION
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7MvXUDrZ0Q&eurl=http://www.facebook.com/home.php


- - OPPORTUNITIES - -
$10,000 COLLEGE ECO-CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM
Brita invites students from universities across the country to submit proposals for the College FilterForGood 
Eco-Challenge for a chance to receive one of five $10,000 grants to turn their environmental passion into action. 
Students will outline a proposal for an idea to make their campus more sustainable, weather it's a recycling 
program for the dorms or a cafeteria composting solution. 

Proposals will be accepted until Nov. 14 and will be evaluated on creativity, environmental benefit, educational 
impact and best use of time and budget. Visit filterforgood.com to submit a proposal and learn more!

PROJECT 10 TO THE 100 -- May Those who Help the Most Win
Never in history have so many people had so much information, so many tools at their disposal, so many ways 
of making good ideas come to life. Yet at the same time, so many people, of all walks of life, could use so much 
help, in both little ways and big.

If you have an idea that you believe would help somebody, we want to hear about it. We're looking for ideas that 
help as many people as possible, in any way, and we're committing the funding to launch them. You can submit 
your ideas and help vote on ideas from others. Final idea selections will be made by an advisory board.

- - RESOURCES - -
BOOK: THE GREEN COLLAR ECONOMY
How One Solution Can Fix Our Two Biggest Problems
It's time to bailout both the people and the planet.  The first book from acclaimed social 
justice and environmental activist Van Jones, The Green Collar Economy delivers a 
real solution that both rescues our economy and saves the environment.

Rachel Carson’s 1963 landmark book Silent Spring was the pivotal ecological 
examination of the last century. Now, rising above the impenetrable debate over the 
environment and the economy, Van Jones’s The Green Collar Economy delivers a 
timely and essential call to action for this new century.

TARGET GLOBAL WARMING.ORG
Hunters and anglers confronting climate change.  A resource and network page offered by the National 
Wildlife Federation.

http://www.filterforgood.com/
http://www.vanjones.net/page.php?pageid=2
http://www.project10tothe100.com/submit_your_idea.html
http://www.project10tothe100.com/submit_your_idea.html
http://www.project10tothe100.com/
http://www.vanjones.net/page.php?pageid=2


CANDID ANSWERS 2008: Voter Guide for the Environment
CandidAnswers is a survey about the environment, administered by you, the voters. We’ve put the candidates 
from your district side by side so that you can compare their answers. And if they haven't responded, you can ask 
them to now!

::  SPOTLIGHT  ::
WISHFUL THINKING: ON AL GORE AND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

Cross posted from understory.org and itsgettinghotinhere.org

It inspires me when someone like Al Gore gets on his soapbox about young 
people doing civil disobedience at coal plants to stop global warming. Over 
the past year or so he’s done it three times in the pages of the NY Times, 
Rolling Stone and most recently, in person, at the Clinton Global Initiative.

In making these comments, he’s communicating some things:
1. To the climate movement, that we need to step this shit up. 
2. To mainstream America, that Thoreau’s wisdom about breaking the law for a higher cause is long 

overdue to avert further climate disaster. 

Our wishful thinking about this has been “let’s get Gore arrested” or “we can’t do it until luminaries and 
celebrities like Gore start doing it.”

Besides the fact that he’s yet to volunteer to clip himself into a lockbox, I think, right now, this is less of an 
option. Al Gore is less likely to cross a line and blockade a coal plant until a lot more of us start doing it. Think 
thousands of us doing in it for sustained periods of time.

That’s also part of his nuanced message to climate activists- when the people  
lead, the leaders will follow.

So, then what’s strategic at this moment? Spending time and energy convincing 
Gore to get arrested or spending time and energy organizing actions and support 
infrastructure for actions and our movement. It’s obvious to me.

And BTW, he’s right, instead of talking and blogging about it, more of us in the youth climate movement (as 
well as the elder climate movement) need to get out from behind our computer screens into the streets and into 
the gears of these coal and oil companies. Global warming is not stopping itself.

Right now, small groups of half a dozen and a dozen (sometimes more, sometimes less) have been putting 
themselves on the line at corporate offices, coal financiers and coal plants, and risking limb and livelihood to 
stop climate change. In the UK and Australia, it’s lots more people doing it.

So instead of dreaming up ways to get Gore arrested, more of us need to heed to words of Thoreau by drawing a 
line in the sand and saying “thus far and no further.“

http://understory.ran.org/2008/09/24/al-gore-calls-for-civil-disobedience-again-denounces-clean-coal-as-nonexistent/
http://understory.ran.org/2007/11/06/in-front-of-banks-instead-of-bulldozers-but-the-principles-the-same-coal-must-be-stopped/
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http://understory.ran.org/2008/09/16/wise-up-dominion/
http://understory.ran.org/2008/10/07/150-rally-in-boston-not-with-our-money/
http://environmentamerica.candidanswers.org/

