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Albany Area Leaders Oppose Connecticut Effort to Export Garbage to be 
Burned in Ravena 
Decision Expected by December 31 
(Coeymans, New York) Elected officials and environmentalists held a news conference today at Coeymans 
Town Hall to announce their opposition today to a potential plan to burn solid waste in the Lafarge Holcim 
cement kiln in Ravena, New York.   

The Town of Coeymans, the Village of Ravena, County Executive Dan McCoy and 20 members of the Albany 
County Legislature have written to the state of Connecticut urging them to reject the Ravena-related proposal.  
Environmental Advocates of New York, the Energy Justice Network, Riverkeeper are also opposed. 

The State of Connecticut is shutting down an old, polluting garbage incinerator in Hartford, Connecticut.  The 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection was directed by the Connecticut State 
Legislature to find a new way to handle the solid waste from 70 municipalities. 

The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection issued a Request for Proposals and narrowed the 
field to 3 possible projects.   

Upgrading the existing Hartford incinerator; or 

 Transport waste to Covanta incinerators in Bristol and Preston, Connecticut; or  

Mustang Renewable Power Ventures would have some recyclables removed and send the rest of the 
waste to Ravena, New York, where it would be shredded and burned in the Lafarge Holcim cement kiln.  
116,000 tons of solid waste would be burned annually and the burning would last for 30 years. 

The State of Connecticut will make a decision by December 31, 2017. Capital District residents were not 
informed of this until 2 weeks ago when a national non- profit organization, The Energy Justice Network, 
contacted local government officials and environmental groups. 

 “The residents of Albany County, specifically Ravena and Coeymans, should not be subjected to trash 
travelling here from another state.  I urge the State of Connecticut to do the right thing and not make any 
decision that would send their trash to Albany County.  We would never consider subjecting another 
community to this, and expect the same in return.” 

“The Town Board of the Town of Coeymans was recently informed that the Lafarge-Holcim Ravena Cement 
plant in Coeymans was named as a possible site for burning trash from Connecticut.  We were not notified in 
advance, nor were we consulted in this matter.  As Coeymans Town Supervisor, I am unequivocally opposed to 
the burning of any or all garbage in our community, as it would greatly affect the air, soil and water quality in 
our town.  Please know that we will do whatever is within our power to make sure trash (however processed) 
is not burned in our community,” said  Coeymans Supervisor Philip Crandall. 



“Regardless of Lafarge’s intent, our Town is determined to prevent this and any other commercial waste 
burning within our borders.  New York municipalities have the legal authority to regulate air pollution and 
solid waste, and we plan to use the authority available to us to ensure that our Town is not a destination for 
commercial waste burning of any sort.  Our constituents in the town and village demand nothing less from 
us,” said Thomas E. Dolan, Coeymans Town Board Member. 

Burning waste in a cement kiln causes significant air pollution. Even with new upgrades at the plant, the 
cement kiln, like trash incinerators, will still release large amounts of toxic heavy metals such as mercury, lead, 
and arsenic.  Burning plastics also forms and releases dioxins and furans, the most toxic human-made 
chemicals known to science. 

“Burning solid waste is the most polluting way to deal with solid waste. It should not be done at the cement 
kiln in Ravena or at incinerators in Connecticut.  Garbage burning contributes to climate change and has the 
resultant air pollution has severe health impacts. Many of us remember the toxic legacy of the Albany Answers 
garbage incinerator. Connecticut needs to go back to the drawing board and design a comprehensive zero 
waste program that does not include incineration,’ said Judith Enck, former EPA Regional Administrator and 
resident of Rensselaer County. 

From 1981 to 1994, Capital District waste was shredded and burned at the Albany ANSWERS incinerator that 
polluted the Arbor Hill neighborhood in Albany. The plant was shut down due to major air pollution problems. 
350 tons of waste was burned each day, causing lead poisoning and respiratory problems for local residents. 

 “Prince George’s County in Maryland is one of many local governments around the country that has looked at 
some of these same incinerator vendors, including Mustang and Covanta, and has chosen to reject all of the 
incineration proposals they were considering.  Connecticut should learn from them that pursuing the most 
expensive and polluting options is not wise,” said Mike Ewall, director of the Energy Justice Network. 

After local media reports, Lafarge published an ad in the Albany Times Union on December 26, 2017 they are 
not interested importing garbage from Connecticut.  However, the State of Connecticut is still considering the 
Ravena proposal.  The Lafarge ad stated “The fact is that we and Mustang Renewable Power Ventures agreed 
to talk about the possibility of using alternative fuels, but that is all.” What Lafarge failed to state is that they 
consider shredded garbage as an “alternative fuel.” 

“Lafarge should come out of the shadows on this, stop playing word games and commit, in writing, that they 
will never burn solid waste (including tires) at the Ravena facility,” said Enck. 

“Using garbage as a fuel source is dirty and dangerous. The proposal to send Connecticut’s garbage to Ravena 
should be denied.  Garbage burning harms communities and is a major source of air pollution that is known to 
make people sick and cut lives short.  We call on our leaders to join us in opposition and stand in solidarity 
with those who are also fighting garbage incineration projects in Connecticut,” said Peter Iwanowicz, 
Executive Director of Environmental Advocates of New York. 

The attached proposal by Mustang  states that waste will be sent to the Lafarge Holcim cement kiln in Ravena, 
New York. See pages 6, 15 and 16.  The State of Connecticut is still considering this proposal despite the 
December 26, 2017 advertisement by Lafarge. 
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