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these days are going to have fen-
tanyl in them,” said Joseph Filip-
pone, director of Project Safe
Point, an Albany-based syringe
exchange program.

Of the 1,879 deaths from opioid
overdoses that occurred state-
wide outside of New York City in
2016, nearly 80 percent involved
opioid pain relievers, includ-
ing fentanyl, according to state
Health Department data.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid
that is administered legally by
doctors during surgical proce-
dures, or in small doses during
colonoscopies and endoscopies,

said Dr. Charles Argoff, a pain
specialist at Albany Medical
Center. It may also be used, typi-
cally in a transdermal patch that
releases the painkiller slowly,
for patients with severe pain
who need round-the-clock relief
and have already developed a
tolerance to less potent opioids,
he said. Other forms of fentanyl
are used for cancer patients who
experience breakthrough pain
despite being on other medica-
tions.

But when fentanyl is mixed
with illicit drugs and injected,
the potent pain reliever gets to
the bloodstream fast. Federal
health agencies estimate that it
is 50 to 100 times stronger than
heroin.

That means it is more likely
to kill, especially if users do
not know what they’re get-
ting. Batches of fentanyl-laced
heroin have been known to cause
clusters of overdose deaths when
they’ve turned up on the street.

Fentanyl’s deadliness fright-
ens some drug users, while it
entices others with the potential
to get high after they’ve built up a
tolerance for heroin. But increas-
ingly, fentanyl is the drug that
users are becoming addicted to;
they seek it not for euphoria, but
just to avoid getting sick from
withdrawal, Filippone said.

The potency of the drug makes
it tougher for community-based
programs like Project Safe Point
to prevent overdoses. The opioid

antidote naloxone, known as
Narcan, can be effective, but it
may take a half-dozen or more
doses to reverse the effects of
fentanyl, as opposed to a single
shot to override heroin.

And despite efforts to curb opi-
oid use, overdose deaths keep ris-
ing. For 2015 and 2016, the latest
years for which data is available,
opioid overdose deaths statewide
outside of New York City spiked
from 764 to 1,879. Local experts
say the data from 2017 will only
be worse.

“I live it every day,” said Al-
bany County Sheriff Craig Apple.
“Trust me, it’s not getting any
better.”

Project Safe Point sees the
problem throughout a 12-county

region.
“I’ve heard about an increase

in deaths across all of them, from
last year,” Filippone said. “It’s
safe to say that what we’re doing
isn’t stopping anything.”

Project Safe Point is focused
on harm reduction — not elimi-
nating drug use but limiting its
harmful effects. The program is
looking into distributing fentanyl
test strips to users along with
clean supplies. The strips, in use
in other communities across the
country, detect the presence of
fentanyl in a batch of drugs.

“What we’re understanding
is happening is that people who
know there’s fentanyl in it are
using less or going slower,” Filip-
pone said.
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Cohoes. Accumulations for most
of the region were about 5 inches.

In the western Adirondacks,
lake-effect snow will likely
persist through Tuesday night,

forecasters said.
A winter storm warning for

lake-effect snow was also in place
for Hamilton/northern Herkimer
County until 6 a.m. Wednesday.

Traffic was light on Monday
and there were few accidents
reported. One vehicle slid off
an embankment on Luther

Road in East Greenbush and the
driver was pulled from the car
by members of the Best Luther
Fire Department. Her name and
condition were not immediately
available.
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City residents awoke on Christmas day to find Albany blanketed in snow.

Students’ software
identifies fake news

New Haven, Conn.
A team of college students is

getting attention from internet
companies and Congress after
developing a browser exten-
sion that alerts users to fake
and biased news stories and
helps guide them to more bal-
anced coverage.

The plug-in, Open Mind,
was developed earlier this
month during a 36-hour
problem-solving competition
known as a hackathon at Yale
University.

The winning team included
four students: Michael Lopez-
Brau and Stefan Uddenberg,
both doctoral students in
Yale’s psychology department;
Alex Cui, an undergraduate
who studies machine learning
at the California Institute of
Technology; and Jeff An, who
studies computer science at
the University of Waterloo and
business at Wilfrid Laurier

University in Ontario.
That team competed against

others to win a challenge from
Yale’s Poynter Fellowship in
Journalism, which asked stu-
dents to find a way to counter
fake news.

The team’s software,
designed as an extension for
Google’s Chrome browser, will
display a warning screen when
someone enters a site known
to disseminate fake news.
It also will alert a reader if a
story shared on social media is
fake or biased.

But it does much more than
just warn.

The plug-in uses existing
sentiment analysis technology
to analyze any story that might
appear in a newsfeed, identify-
ing the major players and any
political slant. It then can sug-
gest to the reader other stories
on the same topic that have an
alternate viewpoint.

The idea, said Lopez-Brau,
is to help get people out of the
habit of associating on social
media only with people who
share their viewpoints and
reading biased news coverage
skewed toward their beliefs.

Warning program is
extension for Google’s
Chrome browser
Associated Press
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